
 

AP® Studio Art: 3-D Design: Syllabus 

 

Course Description 

“This portfolio is intended to address sculptural issues. Design involves purposeful decision 

making about using the elements of art principles in an integrative way. In the 

3-D design portfolio, students should demonstrate their understanding of the Elements 

of Art and Design Principles as they relate to depth and space. The Principles of Design 

(unity/variety, balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, proportion/scale, 

and figure/ground relationship) can be articulated through the visual Elements of Art 

(mass, volume, color/light, form, plane, line, texture).”  

— from the AP Studio Art: 3-DDesign Course Description, available on AP Central. 

 

These issues can be explored through additive, subtractive, and/or fabrication processes, 

figurative or nonfigurative sculpture, architectural models, site-specific work, use of 

multiples, casting, assemblage and construction, jewelry, etc. Almost any material can 

be used in almost any combination: wood, paper, metals, rubber, Styrofoam, plaster, 

fabric, rope, acrylic, found objects, wax, clay, stone, earth, and concrete, among others. 

Critical to 3-D production, students must consider presentation: Will it stand on 

the floor, be suspended, mounted on the wall or shelf, be placed on a pedestal or base 

— or where is its place in the environment? 

 

AP Studio Art: 3-D Design course instructional goals: 

1. Encourage creative and systematic investigation of formal and conceptual issues in 

3-D design; demonstrate abilities and versatility with techniques, problem solving, 

and ideation. It is important for the student to review the Breadth Assignments 

and Examples of Breadth Assignments included in the syllabus for possible art 

media, problem-solving ideas, and subject matter to be explored. For content 

and/or ideation, the examples of concentrations can be used as inspiration for a 

single 3-D Design project. Three-dimensional media listed above, as well as those 

included in the sample assignments, can be used to develop individual works 

exploring depth and space.  

2. Develop quality and mastery in concept, composition, and execution of 3-D Design 

3. Emphasize art making as an ongoing process that involves the student in informed 

and critical decision making. 

4. Help students develop technical skills and familiarize them with the functions of 

the visual elements. 

5. Encourage students to become independent thinkers who will contribute inventively and critically to 

their culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rules for your artwork: Idea sketches will be required and will be graded. Research and resources 

should always be used to develop good artworks. 
 

1) Do not make perfect drawings on your sketches. Make imperfect drawings, make mistakes, make false 

starts. Let your hand follow your feelings not what your brain is telling you to do. 

2) Composition: Always make artwork a reasonable size. It needs to be large enough to fill the page but 

small enough to transport to and from school and to photograph easily. Make every square inch count 

for something. 

3) Do not start something and abandon it! Go back later, change it, make it into something else. Being able 

to rescue bad beginnings is a sign of a creative mind. 

4) All art needs to be worked on in class. Always finish what you start no matter how much you don’t like 

it. 

5) No CUTE, PRETTY, PRECIOUS, ADORABLE or TRITE images. This is a college level art class, not 

a recreation program to make pretty pottery to adorn a table in your house. 

6) Be ready to participate in critiques and WRITE about your art. You will also need to research new 

techniques, ideas and artists for inspiration. 

7) DO NOT DRAW FROM PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE INTERNET, MAGAZINES, ETC.  You 

cannot copy an artists work in another media and think it is ok to submit. 

 

The use of published photographs or the work of other artists is PLAGIARISM . Any  artworks 

you make cannot be a rehashing of something you saw somewhere else. This course teaches 

students to understand artistic integrity as well as what constitutes plagiarism. If students produce 

works that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works, the course 

teaches students how to develop their work so that it moves beyond duplication. 

I, ____________________________________ understand that I cannot use published photos, 

artwork, etc. to copy and that all my work must be original and created by me to avoid issues of 

plagiarism. I also understand that if I do not create original works my grade is subject to forfeit 

and I could face other harsher penalties. 

____________________________________________     _______________ 

Student Signature       Date 

____________________________________________     _______________ 

Parent Signature       Date 

 



NAME_______________________________________ 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK PLAN: 

MY PROMPT IS_________________________________________________________________________ 

MY DUE DATE IS____________________________ 

SIZE___________________________________ 

 MEDIA AND SUPPLIES NEEDED_____________________________________________ 

BELOW IS MY THUMBNAIL DESIGN.  (Three views-front, back, top side, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Nine Weeks: 

 

 

 

 



Students will begin the year with an introduction to the three sections of the portfolio.  This will be 

accomplished by using the examples  available through AP Central.  Students  A series of teacher driven 

assignments will be presented with the goal of presenting a wide range of drawing approaches, media 

experiences, and problem solving skills for the breadth section of the portfolio.  Students will strengthen their 

compositions, contrast, and quality as they work through the prompts.  All completed works of art are 

accompanied by a written critical analysis, and informal peer critiques and class critiques are used as well. 

YOU WILL COMPLETE A PLANNING CONTRACT FOR EACH ASSIGNMENT.  WORK WILL NOT BE 

ACCEPTED WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF YOUR PLAN.  THESE PLANS WILL BE WORTH 10 

POINTS EACH. YOU MAY TRANSFER THIS TO YOUR SKETCHBOOK. 

Homework one:  Students will create a sculpture using the theme OVER/UNDER-this needs to be a fully 

realized/completed art piece ready for submission. The media will be plaster carving-may be painted or left 

white. DUE END OF WEEK FOUR  

Homework two:  Students will create a composition using the theme SECRETS-this needs to be a fully 

realized/completed art piece ready for submission.  The media will be open-- emphasizing contrasting textures 

and forms in the final piece. DUE END OF WEEK EIGHT 

Classwork 

Week one:  Going over rules/procedures, investigating the portfolio. 

Week two and three: Review of Elements and Principles then begin --Self-portrait. You may choose from 1) 

Creating an animal/human hybrid (animal must represent something about you) or 2) Portrait based on artist 

Wes Naman. Use scotch tape to distort the face. Both works must emphasize value, texture and realism. 

Medium is paper mache.  

Week four:Observation  Integration of the human figure. We will set up a model and practice expressice 

modeling with aluminum foil/paper mache and polymer clay..  



Week five, six and seven:  Self-portrait.  You may choose from 1) an “action figure” (photos will be taken 

outside-weather permitting) 2) Headless self-portrait. You may not show your face in your self-portrait. Both 

works must emphasize correct proportions of the body. Media: free choice.  (I suggest buying an old barbie doll 

and using the tin foil/paper mache/polymer clay that you learned in week four to transform) 

Week eight and nine:   Judy Chicago type still life.  Create a table setting in the style of Judy Chicago with 

found and made objects. Must have a theme of Social Justice. 

 

Second Nine Weeks: 

Overview 

Students will continue to develop works for the breadth area of the portfolio.  While the classroom prompts will 

continue to be teacher driven, students will select homework prompts from a provided list, giving each student 

an opportunity for greater personal voice and choice.  Students will complete a planning worksheet for each 

prompt, selecting the media and size which will best fit the composition.  This independence helps the students 

prepare for the concentration section of the portfolio, and builds self confidence in their ability to plan and 

complete work on their own. All completed works of art are submitted with a written critical analysis, and 

informal peer and class critiques continue.  Students will also begin to formulate a plan for their 

concentration.  

YOU WILL COMPLETE A PLANNING CONTRACT FOR EACH ASSIGNMENT.  WORK WILL NOT BE 

ACCEPTED WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF YOUR PLAN.  THESE PLANS WILL BE WORTH 10 

POINTS EACH. YOU MAY TRANSFER THIS TO YOUR SKETCHBOOK. 

Homework one:   Things fall apart (open for interpretation) this needs to be a fully realized/completed art 

piece ready for submission. The media will be the student’s choice. DUE END OF WEEK FOUR 



Homework two:  Students will create a composition using the theme 1)Stacked(open for interpretation) this 

needs to be a fully realized/completed art piece ready for submission. The media will be the student’s 

choice.DUE END OF WEEK EIGHT 

CLASSWORK 

Week one: Observation. Integration of the human figure with abstraction and foreshortening. (Think Brancusi 

and David Mash Up) Media-Cut paper, matboard and cardboard 

Week two and three: Self-portrait. Fractured Self.  must emphasize value, texture and realism. Medium is clay-

must be a relief sculpture. 

Week four: Concentration planning. We will brainstorm concentration topics and students will begin to 

form a concentration topic. 

Week five and six: Architectural Model using toothpicks/popsicles sticks/wood scraps. Design must be at least 

two stories and have an emphasis on ORGANIC shapes. (i.e. NO boxes or Rectangles) 

Week seven: Concentration Refinement: Must choose a concentration topic and begin thumbnail sketches 

and research. Must present an action plan by the end of the week.  

Week eight: Totem inspired sculpture that is biographical in content. Media is clay. 

Week nine: Concentration Sketches. Students will begin to draw sketches for their concentration topic. 

We will begin concentrations as students return from break. 

 

THIRD NINE WEEKS: 

OVERVIEW 

Students work on the Concentration section of the portfolio during the second semester (third and fourth nine 

weeks).  Students begin the third nine weeks by having individual conferences with the teacher discussing 



strengths and weaknesses of the concentration as well as having a class critique over concentration topic.  Each 

topic is reviewed and revised individually by the teacher and student in an attempt to avoid the selection of a 

trite theme. Students are encouraged to investigate a topic which holds great personal interest and meaning for 

them.   The instructor becomes a resource and advisor for the students, rather than the initiator of assignments.  

Students receive a nine weeks calendar which contains all deadlines for their work.  Each assignment is planned 

by the student on a concentration planning form, and approved by the instructor to insure that the student is 

moving forward with the investigation of the topic.  Students meet individually with the instructor to discuss 

plans and progress in the concentration series.  A written critical analysis is completed for each finished work of 

art, and peer and class critiques continue.  Students also receive input and critique from other members of the 

art faculty when requested.  Students are responsible for taking photographs as they progress. 

Reminder: *** I may also give CHALLENGES during regular classwork that require you to incorporate some 

other element into your artwork. These challenges are given at my discretion and are designed to help you push 

yourself further in your art. Challenges may come at any time during Breadth or concentration work. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART:  THIRD NINE WEEKS DEADLINES 

WORK WILL BE DUE ON THE FOLLOWING DATES.   

CLASSWORK: 

Weeks one-:  Concentration critiques-teacher and student led 

Weeks two and three:  Concentration class work one  

Weeks four and five:  Concentration class work two  

Weeks six and seven: Concentration class work three 

Weeks eight and nine: Concentration class work four 



HOMEWORK: 

Week three:  Three weeks!    Concentration C-5 

Week six:  Three weeks!    Concentration C-6 

Week nine:  Two weeks!     Concentration C-7  

All concentration projects require a completed concentration contract form and teacher approval.  Written 

critical analyses are still required for all assignments. Thismay be transferred to your sketchbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NAME_______________________________________ 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART CONCENTRATION PLAN: C-________ 

MY IDEA IS: _______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

THIS DEVELOPS MY THEME FURTHER BY: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

MY DUE DATE IS____________________________ 

SIZE___________________________________ 

MEDIA AND SUPPLIES NEEDED______________________________________________ 

BELOW IS MY THUMBNAIL DESIGN. (Three views-front, back, top side, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Nine Weeks: 

Overview 



Students will complete the concentration series during this nine weeks.  Critiques will continue, emphasizing 

the development of the concentration, and looking for growth and exploration.  The teacher will continue as an 

advisor, with the students generating the direction of their portfolios.  Students will also select the five works of 

art for the quality section of the portfolio during this grading period.  Students will begin the process of 

uploading artworks to AP Digital Submission and will finalize the concentration statement to be included with 

the portfolio.  The planning worksheet from the third quarter will continue to be used by the student during this 

time. 

 

Advanced Placement Studio Art:  Fourth Nine Weeks Deadlines 

Work will be due on the following dates:  Work will not be graded without an attached critical analysis in 

Artsonia. 

CLASSWORK: 

Weeks one-two:  Concentration class work eight 

Weeks three-four:  Concentration class work nine 

Weeks five - six:  PORTFOLIO COMPLETION AND SUBMISSION! 

Weeks seven: EXAM PREP 

 

Week eight: SENIORS EXAMS/ SENIORS OUT 

Week nine: SENIORS ARE OUT 

 

 



HOMEWORK: 

Week three:  Three weeks!    Concentration TEN COMPLETE 

All concentration projects require a completed concentration contract form and teacher approval.  Written 

critical analyses are still required for all assignments. 

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 

Students in Advanced Placement Studio Drawing are evaluated on finished works of art as specified in each 

nine weeks outline.  Grades are based on the evaluation rubrics established by the College Board.  Finished 

works of art are returned to each student with comments and opportunities for revision.  Revised works are 

evaluated, and the new grade replaces the original score.  Students also receive planning credit for sketches as 

well as for written critiques.  

TEACHER REFERENCES/RESOURCES 

AP Central 

Apcentral.collegboard.com 

AP Studio Art Course Description.  New York:  the College Board, 2007. 

AP Studio Art Poster.  New York:  the College Board, 2006. 


